
 

 

K i r k k o p u l l e t i i n i 
OF FINNISH LUTHERAN CHURCH  

March  -  April 2021 
 

Our Finnish Lutheran Church in 1922 
 

The picture below is from the archives of Museum of History and Industry, MOHAI, showing around 100 
adults and children at church.  This was at the Finnish Lutheran Church in 1922 in the front of the church 
building at that time. It was two years after the “Spanish Flu”.  The pastor at that time was most likely Pastor 
Sakari Hakala, who came after A. J. Korhonen in 1922.  Source:  
 
“Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI): Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, Seattle, ca. 1922” 

From MOHAI website:  
“ Title Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Seattle, ca. 1922  
Photographer Nordlands Foto Co.  
Date ca. 1922  
The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church formed 
in 1919 in the Ballard neighborhood. Immigrants 
from Finland, like other Scandinavians, found that 
churches and other organizations strenghtened 
their community. In 1954, the Finnish Lutheran 
Church moved to a newly constructed building in 
Crown Hill. The building in this photo is currently a 
private residence.  
While the old congregation held its services in 
Finnish, and ministered mainly to Finns who had 
come to this area as immigrants, the new church 
has a more broadly mixed membership. This photo 
is part of an album titled "The Swedes' Life and 
Work in the State of Washington" and was acquired 
by the Swedish Club of Seattle.” Online link: 
https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/
collection/imlsmohai/id/8430. 
 

 
Credit:  Museum of History & Industry, Seattle, Image Number 2016.59.8 

 

We will order a large reprint of the historical picture for display at the church. 
 

The picture to the left is from FLC’s pamphlet “History of the Finnish Lutheran 
Church”.  It shows the same first location of the FLC, Seattle church, currently 
still standing in Ballard but now used as a private residence. 
 
 

Pastor’s availability: Pastor Kristy Daniels is available for counseling during difficult times: 
Contact info: Phone:  206 788 6745, e-mail: kdaniels@compasshousingalliance.org 



 

Easter - the biggest celebration of Christians 
Easter is the center and high point of the church year. During the Easter period, the final stages and 

resurrection of Jesus' life are followed. A week before Easter, the palm tree is celebrated. Then attention is on 
the same event as advent: Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem riding a donkey. The Palm Sunday name refers to the palm 
trees that people threw in front of Jesus on the road. This involves a way of decorating the church with palm 
trees and other leaves or carrying them in procession. In Finland, instead of a palm tree, the home and church 
are decorated with willow branches.  

 

Virpominen tradition - Refreshment greeting on Palm Sunday 
“Virvon, varvon, tuoreeks terveeks, tulevaks vuodeks; vitsa sulle, palkka mulle!” Or in 

English:”I wave a twig, for a fresh and healthy year ahead; a twig for you, a reward for 
me!”This is typically said by children walking from door to door on Palm Sunday in Finland 
(a tradition similar to Halloween here) to collect candy.  It is also a well wish for Easter time. 
The Finnish church encourages virtual greetings this year:  

“Virvon, varvon toivotus = A wish for a fresh, healthy, future year. God bless you." is very 
timely in corona virus time.  See: https://evl.fi/kirkossa/pyhapaivat/paasiaisen-pyhat. 

 

Easter Day, Sunday, is a celebration of Jesus' resurrection. 
The angel turned to the women and said, "Fear not. I know you're looking for the rucified Jesus. He's not 

here, he's risen from the dead, as he said himself." (Matthew 28:5-6). God has raised Jesus from the dead, life 
has won death. Easter also commemorates baptism, through which every Christian is buried and resurrected. 
The Easter feast begins already on the Easter night between Saturday and Sunday: 

"May your light shine on our darkness like an Easter candle. May we be illuminated by the brightness of 
Easter, our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ,who lives and rules from eternal to eternal." 

 
FLC in March and April 
 

Our church continues to livestream the services every Sunday at 10 AM.  
Log in link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2239421655?pwd=K2xtcUc1U3lJZW9jY252eDF6a0FkZz09 
The attendance is steadily increasing as shown in the picture on the left.  
 
Prayer Requests and Announcements 
Please email pulletiini@finnishlutheranchurch.org for inclusion in service. 
 

FLC Lenten Time Special Events 
We are now in the season of Lent, with some additional services offered 
during this Lenten time. Pastor Kristy, pianist David Horton, and Maria 
collaborated with a few other local congregations on  
5 Wednesday services, which are offered via YouTube.  
We will be sending those links out weekly. https://youtu.be/tZWxoL-fTxM.4 
 

Good Friday, April 2 at 7 pm 
Please mark your calendar for a Good Friday service, April 2 at 7pm. FLC will hold a 
service including readings, reflection, and music. Log in link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2239421655?pwd=K2xtcUc1U3lJZW9jY252eDF6a0FkZz09 
 
Easter Sunday Service,  
April 4 at 10 AM with Pastor Jukka Joensuu 
Even though we can not offer service in person we will try to make the usual cross 
decorations in the church for the Zoom service!  If you want to contribute, please feel 
free to bring a flower to the church porch before 3 PM, Saturday, April 3.



 

FLC ANNUAL MEETING 2021 
 
The Virtual Annual Meeting on January 31 was attended by 33 FLC members.  The experience of the virtual 

Sunday Services has been extremely good, and it was decided that Zooming of the service will continue even 
after in person service may start.   

The financial results for 2020 was presented and approved.  The budget for 2021 was likewise approved by 
the attendees.  A special thank you was directed to the implementation of the music program during the 
pandemic.   

 
Coming Community Events: 
 
The 45th Kalevala Festival: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finnish Expatriate Parliament Virtual meeting in June, 2021 with special music program: 
 
Finnish Choral Society together with Suomi-Seura and Ulkosuomalaisparlamentti are planning to put 

together a virtual choir representing various Finnish expatriate choirs around the world.  Maria Männistö will be 
the choir director of "Ulkosuomalaisten Suurkuoro".  The performance will take place at the festive, virtual 
opening of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament's 10th full session on June 11, 2021.  

We invite you to join the choir! Please contact Maria or Satu Mikkola. 

 

Hummingbird  
at the “nectar pool” 
on a sunny day in the 
backyard 
Photos by Heikki, 
 Feb 2021 

 

 
Donating to the Finnish Lutheran Church: 
 

We are very fortunate to be able to offer church services virtually during these times. Please consider making a 
donation as you are able, to help us maintain our services and music program.  Donation checks can be mailed to 

Finnish Lutheran Church, 8504 13th Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98117. 
We also accept online donations using  PayPal on Finnish Lutheran Church website:  

www.finnishlutheranchurch.org.  
Click on the "Donate" tab.  Thank you very much for your support! 

 
Pastor’s availability:  Pastor Kristy Daniels is available for counseling during these difficult times: 

Contact info: Phone:  206 788 6745, e-mail: kdaniels@compasshousingalliance.org 

The 45th Annual Kalevala Day Festival  “The Healing Power of Singing” 

 

It will be shown on YouTube Live on Nordic Museum’s website starting at 3 PM on Saturday, March 27, 2021 

 

With Inspiration from the magic of Kalevala and Kanteletar the program of the 45th Kalevala features: 
 Guest Speaker: Marita Toivonen, Master of Theology and Ethnomusicology, Helsinki, Finland 
 Guest Performer: Anna Fält, loitsu singer and researcher from Sweden, born in Finland 
 Finnish Choral Society of Seattle, Kalevala Trio, Evergreen Livakat Kantele Players 
 Rune, Loitsu, Singing, Spells, Charms and Magic of the Kalevala 

Log in to https://www.nordicmuseum.org/product/5695  to receive a link for the YouTube Live.



 

Recent Passings: 
 
Terttu Leinonen  
 
Obituary published at https://www.simplecremationmt.com/obituaries/Terttu-Sinikka-Leinonen?obId=19898763 

 
Terttu Sinikka Kaijansinkko Leinonen  July 12, 1934-February 4, 2021  
Our beloved mother (Aiti) and grandmother (Mummi) passed away peacefully with her husband 
by her side to reunite with her family in Heaven. Terttu was warm, loving, and kind, with spunky 
determination and a quick wit, and she would often turn strangers into friends with her irresistible 
smile and charm. As a young girl in Finland, she graduated from the kotisisaropisto liitto, a trade 
school to become a professional nanny. She was also an outstanding athlete and fierce competitor, 
and she would continue to have a passion for sports throughout her life. Terttu was the epitome of 
the Finnish definition of perseverance and bravery they call Sisu, immigrating to Toronto, Canada, 
on an old propeller plane by herself at the age of 25 without knowing the English language. It was 
there that she met our father, Paavo, who had also previously immigrated from Finland. They met 
at a Finnish dance the very first week she arrived, and Paavo affectionately remembers trying to 
sweep her off her feet before someone else did! They went on to marry and have three children 
together and a life full of adventures, living mostly in California and Washington State. A talented 
seamstress and especially good cook and baker, Terttu was known in the Finnish-American  
community for her delicious pulla bread and traditional coffee table where so many memories 
were shared.  
 

She was the queen of hospitality and loved welcoming others into our home, whether it be entertaining large groups of family and 
friends, or the neighborhood children who gathered at the house after school in awe of the aromas of her freshly baked breads and 
pastries that came wafting from her kitchen. Aiti made it her priority to instill in us the importance of the Finnish culture, traditions, 
and language. She taught us the meaning of integrity and hard work. She was very generous and eager to help others and influenced us 
to do the same. She was only her happiest when she knew she was making her family happy. Terttu and Paavo eventually grew old 
together and became that cute elderly couple who still held hands, looked after each other, and said I love you to each other every day. 
In her final days she was still expressing her love to Paavo by telling her nurses that she had the most wonderful husband! Terttu 
leaves behind her husband, Paavo Leinonen, of 59 years; her children, Riitta (husband John) Ballantyne of Helena, Roy Leinonen of 
California, and Jenny Leinonen Johnson of California; and her five grandchildren, Wes, Jack, Hannele, and Lucas Ballantyne, and 
Theissen Hall. She will also be missed by countless friends and family in Finland, Washington, California, and Montana. Aiti was our 
comfort, our care, and our home. She will forever be in our hearts. 
 

Paul Ronald Forsström 
 
written by Melody Adams – Forsström 
 

Paul Ronald Forsström Paul Ronald Forsström was born Helsinki, Finland, November 10, 1940 and 
passd away on February 1, 2021 in Temple Ewell, Dover, England.  His parents were Paul Åke 
Forsström and Ellie Lucia Wallenius, living in Kronohagen, Helsinki.  Paul was a Swede Finn. He 
spoke fluently Swedish, Finnish, Spanish, and English.  
In 1943, Paul was sent as a “war child” from Finland, by steam train to Sweden. The train was 
bombed by the Russians.  Everyone got off and hid in the forest. This is when Paul loss his identity 
tag. They got back on and continued to Sweden. When they got to Stockholm they fed them horrible 
falukorv (sausage), Paul never liked it.  Paul stayed with his foster parents for 2 years. The foster 
mother mistreated him.  Paul was 3 - 5 years old. She beat him, put him in the closet for hours, he 
wasn’t allowed to associate with their children.  Paul couldn’t eat, play, or sleep with them. Paul said 
he felt he was not loved. Because of this, he later suffered chronic Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).  I wrote the Nordic Museum for the interview they did of Paul and the legacy it leaves.  

The interviewer remembered Paul describing the abuse of the foster mother. He was shocked but impressed by Paul because he would 
not say one unkind word of the foster mother, he absolved her. Paul visited the foster mother in 1964 to show the foster mother his 
first child. This seemed to be an act of forgiveness. Some years later, the foster mother visited Paul. She had studied Finnish. The 
interviewer stated this was a beautiful story of forgiveness and reconciliation.  

When Paul came home from Sweden, he and his brother, Ralf, were latch key children.  Paul cooked the meals for himself and 
Ralf from age 6 until he left home at age 16. Paul went to his grandfather’s house in Nikkilä as a boy. His grandfather was a 
shoemaker. Paul and his grandfather did extensive fishing and hunting, skiing if it was winter. When his grandfather became ill, Paul, 
age 12, visited him every day.  

In 1954, when Paul was 14, he bicycled all over Finland taking nothing with him. When tired, he’d stop and knock on a door. The 
person would let him sleep in the barn and give him food. The following day Paul would leave.  -  In 1955, at age 15, Paul ordered 



 

parts from Italy to build a television. There was no television in Finland so Paul connected to Estonia.  His father gathered the 
neighbors to see what Paul had done.  He then worked for Radio-Attia and also did deliveries for Stella Bakery.  

At 18, Paul went into Merchant Marine in Sweden for two years.  The ships he was on were M/S Olivia, a Swedish oil tanker and 
S. S. Hakuni.  Paul's goal was to see the world. He went through Panama Canal twice. He was in Argentina for 10 months in 1959. 
Paul went to the ranch owned by the shipping firm in the pampas and rode horse. He also danced tango. Paul was in Australia, New 
Zealand, the most beautiful country in the world per Paul.  From New Zealand, the ship went through the Tropic of Capricorn. The 
seas were so rough, at night the men tied themselves with a rope to the bed so they wouldn't roll out.  They sailed to Durban, South 
Africa.  n South Africa, 1959, as a white man, one could not date a black woman.  If you got caught, you had a choice - jail or 16 
lashes. Paul was in Trinidad, Central America, Brazil, Aruba, Venezuela, Kenya, Iraq, Ireland and England.  They went to a pub, had a 
pint of beer and played darts. The ship went to Seven Islsnds, by Houston, Texas in 1959. Some of them went to the pub.  The police 
came, they were taken to another pub.  They had gone to the "black only" pub, they were taken to the "white only" pub.  

Paul came back to Finland in 1960 and did his military service. In 1962 he met Leena Thunberg and married in 1963.  Their 
children are:  Kristina Semberg, Maria Melán, Carola Forsström and Paul Forsström. There are also nine grandchildren. 
Paul wanted to become an electrical engineer, but parents owned a restaurant in Tapiola, Espoo: Linnunrata or Wintergatan (Milky 
Way) where Paul worked.  Here he met Gorbachev, the American astronauts , John Glenn, Miss Universe 1952, Armi Kuusela, 
royalty, Presidents and Prime Ministers of the world.  

Paul and his wife Leena worked hard and long hours.  After "Milky Way", Paul 
went onto run his own restaurants, including “Pollari “and "Blue Peter”. Then he 
moved to Balearic Islands, Spain and later moved  to La Palma, Canary Islands, 
Spain.  Paul lived there for 10 years.  In 1992, his first wife Leena died.   
Later Paul and I met through mutual friends at church and married. - Paul was an 
avid ham radio operator with a passion.  He won a few world contests with his 
Canary Island license call sign, EA8BPW.  His Washington State call sign 
was:  KF7MSQ.  

In USA, Washington, he worked in different restaurants, including Ken's Truckstop, and was 
observing the truckers. He went to trucking school and became a long haul truck driver.  He drove 
the Western states and went through many mountain passes and loved being a truck driver retiring 
after 11 years of truck driving.  

In retirement he gardened, cooked, and took care of the papillon dogs, Gracie and Elina.  Paul 
met all of Melody’s family worldwide, including Melody’s father, Les who was part Navajo.  Les 
involved Paul in many of the Muckleshoot activities. Paul and Melody traveled much, to Finland and 
England, Singapore, Italy, St. Petersburg and Estonia. Paul traveled with his grandchildren around 
the USA and especially enjoyed Disneyland.  

Paul and Melody did everything together and enjoyed doing so. They attended Finnish Lutheran Church in Seattle, belonged to 
Somewhere in Time Seattle - a costuming club, the National Nordic Museum, and  Ham Radio Club.  

Melody Adams-Forsstrom 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A snow storm to remember!  Feb 2021.   Photos by Heikki 

 
 



 

MARCH 2021 MAALISKUU 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Feb 28 
 

1 
Alpo, 
Alvi 

ZOOM 
Choir  
7 PM 

2 
Virve, 
Virva 

 

3 
Kauko 

 

4 
Ari, Arsi 

 
 

5 
Leila, Laila 

 

6 
Tarmo 

ZOOM Choir
10 AM 

 

7 
Tarja, Taru 

Service at 10 am 
Pastor Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen 

Organist:  Maria Männistö 

8 
Vilppu 

 

9 
Auvo 

 

10 
Aurora, 

Aura 

11 
Kalervo 

 

12 
Reija, 
Reko 

 
 

13 
Erno, Ernesti 

 

14 
Matilda, Tilda 

Service at 10 am 
Pastor  Kristy Daniels 

Organist: Maria Männistö 
Pre/Postlude: Yvonne and 

Peter Vollan 
 

15 
Risto 

ZOOM 
Choir  
7 PM 

16 
Ilkka 

 
 

17 
Kerttu, 
Kerttuli 

 

18 
Eetu, Edward

 
 

19 
Juuso, 

Josefiina 
 

20 
Aki, Kim 

ZOOM Choir
10 AM 

 

21 
Pentti 

Service at 10 am 
Pastor Jukka Joensuu 

Organist Maria Männistö  

22 
Vihtori 

 

23 
Akseli 

24 
Gabriele 

 

25 
Aija 

 
 
 

26 
Manu, 
Mann 

 

27 
Sauli, Saul 

 

28 
Armas 

Pastor Kristy Daniels 
Organist: Maria Männistö  
Pre/Postlude: Yvonne and 

Peter Vollan 
Communion 

29 
Jouni, 
Joni 

 

30 
Usko 

 

31 
Irma 

 

   

 
 

 

 
Finnish Lutheran Church 

8504 - 13th Ave NW 
Seattle WA, 98117 

Office phone: 206-789 0864 
                 web page  

http://www.finnishlutheranchurch.org/ 
 
 

March	

Birthdays	to	
celebrate	

 
Gunnar Damstrom   4 
Marja Hall                5 
Jouni Paavola         7 
Tuulikki Keyes      13 
Stefan Olofsson     15 
Larry De Hart        18 
Ilkka Kallio             19 
William Rourke        20 
Mia Sillanpaa           21 
Magnus Olofsson    22 



 

APRIL 2021 HUHTIKUU 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
Peppi, 
Raita 

 
 

2 
Pellervo 

Easter Friday 
Service at 7 PM 

Pastor Kristy  
Maria Männistö 

Stabat Mater 

3 
Sampo 
Veeti 

 

4 
Ukko 

Easter Service at 10 am, 
Pastor Jukka Joensuu 

Organist: Maria Männistö 
Pre/Postlude: Yvonne and 

Peter Vollan 

5 
Irene, Irina 

 
 

6 
Ville, 
Vilho 

 

7 
Allan , 
Ahvo 

 

8 
Suoma, 

Suometar
 
 

9 
Agricolan p. 
Elias, Eelis 

10 
Tero 

 
 

11 
Verna, Minea 

Service at 10 am 
Pastor Kristy Daniels 

Organist: Maria Männistö 

12 
Julia, Julius 

 

13 
Tellervo

14 
Taito 

 

15 
Linda , 
Tuomi 

 

16 
Jalo, Patrik 

 

17 
Otto 

 

18 
Valto, Valdemar 
Service at 10 am 

Pastor  Kristy Daniels 
Organist: Maria Mannisto  

 

19 
Pilvi, Pälvi 

 

20 
Nella, 
Lauha 

 

21 
Anssi, 
Ansel

mi 
 

22 
Alina 

 
 

23 
Yrjö, Jyrki 

 

24 
Pertti, 
Albert 

 

25 
Markku, Marko 

Service at 10 am 
Pastor Kristy Daniels 

Organist: Maria Männistö 
Pre/Postlude: Yvonne and 

Peter Vollan 

26 
Terttu, 
Teresa 

 

27 
Merja 

 

28 
Ilpo, 

Tuure 
 

29 
Teijo 

 

30 
Mirja, Miia 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Finnish Lutheran Church 
8504 - 13th Ave NW 

Seattle WA   98117 
Office phone: 206-789 0864 

web page 
http://www.finnishlutheranchurch.org/ 

 
 

April	

Birthdays	
to	

celebrate

Yvonne Vollan                   3 
Esko Mannisto                   7 
Paivi Kiaer                        11 
John Borland                    13 
Johanna Mannisto            13 
Toini Wika                       15 
Antti Mannisto                 19 
Juha Niemisto                   23 
Raimer Tossavainen         25 
Scott Strong                      30 



 

Finnish Lutheran Church  
 

8504 13th Avenue NW 
Seattle, WA 98117 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Pääsiäinen 

Pääsiäinen on kirkossamme vanhin ja tärkein juhla.  
Pääsiäinen merkitsee paastoajan päättymistä. Viikon 
ajanjaksoa ennen pääsiäistä kutsumme hiljaiseksi 
viikoksi.  Kristillisessä perinteessä sillä on oma 
erityinen merkityksensä. 

Palmusunnuntai, kiirastorstai ja pitkäperjantai 
muistuttavat meitä Jeesuksen saapumisesta 
Jerusalemiin,viimeisestä ateriasta ja 
ristiinnaulitsemisesta. 

Vanhan Testamentin mukaan juutalaiset viettävät 
pääsiäistä muistoksi Mooseksen ajasta Egyptissä ja 
maasta pakoa. 

Jeesus antoi pääsiäiselle uuden merkityksen, kun 
Hän valmisti itseään ja opetuslapsiaan kuolemaansa 
varten viimeisellä aterialla yläsalissa. Jeesus nousi 
kuolleista kolmantena päivänä ristiinnaulitsemisesta.  
Ylösnousemus on kristinuskon ydinasioita. 

Suomalainen sana pääsiäinen merkitsee pois 
pääsemistä jostakin, pois paaston ajasta.  Pääsiäisen 
aikaan luonto on jo heräämässä.  Siihen sisältyvät 
pääsiäisliljat, pajunkissat,  pääsiäispuput ja keltaiset 
kananpojat.  Kristillisessä perinteesä kananmuna 
merkitsee uuden elämän alkamista. Valo voittaa 
pimeyden ja elämä kuoleman. 

Easter Time 
Easter is the church's oldest and most important 

celebration.  Easter marks the end of Lent, a period of 
fasting. The week before Easter, known as Holy Week, 
is very special in the Christian tradition. 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
respectively commemorate Jesus' entry in Jerusalem, 
the last Supper and crucifixion. 

In Judaism, Passover is celebrated Moses' time in 
Egypt and Exodus recorded in the Old Testament. 
Jesus gave the Passover meal a new meaning, as He 
prepared himself and His disciples for his death during 
the last Supper. Jesus rose from the dead on the third 
day after His crucifixion   The Resurrection is the 
Christian faith in its core elements. 

In Finnish the name for Easter ”pääsiäinen”, traces 
back to the verb päästä-meaning to be released. Easter 
means that the nature is awakening.  These include 
daffodils, the buds burst of willow twigs, bunnies and 
yellow Easter chicks.  In the Christian tradition the egg 
is a symbol of the resurrection. The light overcomes 
the darkness and life will overcome death. 

From FLC Bulletin, March 2012/Pastor Pollanen 
 

 

Finnish Lutheran Church is located in Crown Hill, serving all the Finns in the Washington State area 
and people with any interest in Finnish language or culture. We have services both in English and in 
Finnish with Finnish Liturgy every Sunday at 10 am, everybody is welcome!!!! Finnish music is 
presented with our numerous and gifted members and friends. You are welcome to stay for a coffee and 
refreshments after church and get to know new people! 


