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“Jeesus Kristus on sama eilen, tdnddn ja huomenna.” Heprealaiskirje 13:8

Eldmaan kuuluu, etta aina silloin talldin kyselemme elaman tarkoitusta ja mielekkyytta, mietimme omia
toiveitamme ja tavoitteitamme. Usein nama pohdinnat sijoittuvat elaman taitekohtiin, kun elamassa tapahtuu
jotain, joka muutta meita ja polkumme suuntaa. Tai silloin kun kesa vaihtuu syksyksi, vanha vuosi vaihtuu
uudeksi. Jotain jaa taakse ja jotain uutta on edessamme.

Naissa tilanteissa saatamme kokea epavarmuutta, tyhjyytta ja ahdistustakin. Nama tilanteet ovat elamamme
pienia ja suuria kriiseja. Kriiseja on monenlaisia, mutta kaikille niille on yhteistd muutos.

Naissa tilanteissa katsomme mennytta, sitd, mihin ei enda ole paluuta ja mietimme tulevaa. Mita se tuo
tullessaan? Osaanko, jaksanko ja haluanko ottaa sen vastaan?

Sana kriisi tulee kreikankielisesta sanasta krisis, joka kirjaimellisesti tarkoittaa kaannekohtaa, jossa pitaa valita
suunta.

Jumala on kanssamme arjen rutiineissa ja myo6s elaman kaannekohdissa, kriiseissa. Han kantaa meitd, han
rohkaisee luottamaan hanen rakkauteensa ja huolenpitoonsa. Oma eldamamme voi muuttua akistikin
toisenlaiseksi, mutta Jumala ei muutu. Han pitaa meista huolen eilen, tanaan ja huomenna.

Pastori Nina

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow." Hebrews 13:8

It is part of life that every now and then we question about the meaning and meaningfulness of life, reflect on
our own hopes and goals. Often these reflections take place at turning points in life, when something happens
in life that changes us and the direction of our path. Or when summer turns into autumn, the old year turns
into a new one. Something is left behind and something new is in front of us.

In these situations, we may experience uncertainty, emptiness, and even anxiety. These situations can be small
or big crisis in our lives. There are many kinds of crisis, but what they all have in common is change.

In these situations, we look at the past, at what there is no going back to, and think about the future. What will
it bring? Can |, do | have the strength and do | want to accept it?

The word crisis comes from the Greek word krisis, which literally means a turning point where one has to
choose a new direction.

God is with us in our everyday routines and also in life's turning points, crisises. He carries us, he encourages us
to trust in his love and care. Our own lives may suddenly change, but God does not. He will take care of us
yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Pastor Nina




Uuden vuoden terveiset lumisesta Helsingista! Viime viikot on Suomessa ollut kova pakkanen ja myos
Helsingissa on hytisty -15 Celsius-asteisessa kylmyydessa. Kylma ja kirkas saa tuo kuitenkin mukanaan myo6s
kauniit ja aurinkoiset paivat. Kun maassa ja puissa on valkoinen lumipeite, kylpee koko kaupunki paivisin
valossa.

Olen Marita Toivonen, asun ja toimin pappina Helsingissa. Sain mahdollisuuden vierailla joulukuussa Seattlen
seudulla ja osallistua myds moniin Suomi-kirkon adventin ajan tilaisuuksiin. Olen saanut vierailla seudulla
ennenkin lyhyita aikoja ja saanut ilokseni tutustua moniin ihmisiin ja suomalaiseen yhteisdon Seattlessa.
Joulukuun kohokohtia olivat tapaamiset monien vanhojen ja uusien ystavien kanssa, adventin
jumalanpalvelukset ja juttelut kirkkokahveilla, Kauneimmat joululaulut seka kuorojen ja kanteleyhtyeen
joulukonsertti kirkolla. Itsendisyyspaivan juhlinta muiden suomalaisten ja Suomen ystavien kanssa oli myos
hurjan hauskaa. Palasin kotiin Helsinkiin juuri ennen joulua, sydan taynna iloa ja kiitollisuutta kaikesta
kokemastani. Ihmisten |amp0 ja vieraanvaraisuus koskettavat todella.

Kirjoitan tata tervehdysta loppiaisena 6.1. paivakahvin darella katsellen ikkunasta kirkasta aurinkoista taivasta.
Joulunaika paattyy loppiaiseen, jolloin kaukaa itamailta lahteneet tahtitieteilijat ennattivat myos viimein Jeesus-
lapsen luo. He seurasivat tahtea ja aavistivat Kuningasten Kuninkaan syntyneen maailmaan. Meille syntyi
Rauhan Ruhtinas. Minua liikuttaa joulusta toiseen se, etta Jeesus halusi liittya meidan ihmisyyteemme, syntya
meidan veljeksemme, pohjattomasta rakkaudesta meita ihmisia kohtaan. Naemme uutisista, etta rauhan aika ei
ole viela koittanut maailmaan eika hyva tahto ihmisten kesken. Joulun tahti kutsuu meita kuitenkin seuraaman
ja tulemaan yha uudelleen Rauhan Ruhtinaan luo. Joulun ihme auttaa meitd tuomaan rauhaa sinne, minne
voimamme yltaa, ymparillemme, ihmisille joita tunnemme ja tapaamme. Joulun valo johtakoon meitd myos
arkeen ja uuteen alkaneeseen vuoteen. Siunattua vuotta 2024 sinulle ja kaikille laheisillesi! Lampimin terveisin,
Marita Toivonen

New Year's greetings from snowy Helsinki! The last few weeks have been very cold in Finland, and Helsinki has
also been chilling in -15 degrees Celsius. However, cold and clear weather also brings beautiful and sunny days.
When there is a white snow cover on the ground and trees, the whole city is bathed in light during the day.

My name is Marita Toivonen, | live and work as a pastor in Helsinki. In December, | had the opportunity to visit
the Seattle area and also participate in many Advent events of the Finnish Church. | have had the opportunity
to visit Seattle before for short periods of time and have had the pleasure of getting to know many people and
the Finnish community in Seattle. The highlights of December included meetings with many old and new
friends, Advent services and chats over coffee at church, The Most Beautiful Christmas Carols and a Christmas
concert by choirs and kantele ensemble at the church. Celebrating Independence Day with other Finns and
friends of Finland was also a lot of fun. | returned home to Helsinki just before Christmas, with a heart full of joy
and gratitude for everything | experienced. The warmth and hospitality of the people really touches.

| am writing this greeting on Epiphany, January 6th over coffee while looking out the window at the clear sunny
sky. The Christmas season ends with Epiphany, when astronomers from far away in the East finally made it to
the baby Jesus. They followed the star and suspected that the King of Kings had been born into the world. The
Prince of Peace was born to us. What moves me every Christmas is that Jesus wanted to join our humanity, to
be born our brother, out of infinite love for us humans. We see in the news that the time of peace has not yet
arrived in the world, nor has goodwill among people. However, the Christmas star invites us to follow and come
again and again to the Prince of Peace. The miracle of Christmas helps us bring peace where our strength
reaches, around us, to the people we know and meet. May the light of Christmas also lead us into everyday life
and the new year that has begun. Blessed 2024 to you and all your loved ones! Warm regards, Marita Toivonen




KAUNEIMMAT JOULULAULUT at St Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Bellevue, December 10 2023
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FLC ANNUAL IN -PERSON AND ON ZOOM MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 28™
2023 AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE.
WELCOME

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2239421655?pwd=K2xtcUc1U31JZW9iY252eDF6a0FkZz09
Or dial in from a landline to the phone number:

+1 253 215 8782

Meeting ID: 223 942 1655

Password: 505118

o e S o

If you would like pastor Nina to visit you, please let her know pastor@finnishlutheranchurch.org or
ninatetrim@msn.com or call/text the church phone 206 789 0864 or Nina’s phone 503 464 6106.

e o o o o e i e o o o e T e o o
BENEFIT CONCERT FOR UKRAINE

Another concert, "Songs for Peace: A Benefit for Ukraine” will be held at FLC on Sunday, February 25,

2024 at 1 PM. The concert will consist of performances by several music groups such as Folk Voice

Band; Finnish Choral Society and Evergreen Livakat Kantele Ensemble. The raised money will be given

in full to Ukraine through ELCA Eastern European Crisis Response to provide humanitarian aid for

Ukrainians affected by Russia’s war against Ukraine which began

on February 24" 2022.

WELCOME

e o o L e e o e L o o R o S

Lent starts early this year, on mid-February lasting six weeks. Lent is a season of renewal.

Would you like to deepen your understanding of Lent and deepen your spirituality during the Lent?
Join us on the Wednesday evening short services with texts, music, prayer and reflection.

Services on February 14", February 21, February 28", March 6, March 13" and March 20" at 7 PM.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2239421655?pwd=K2xtcUc1U31JZW9{Y252eDF6a0FkZz09
Or dial in from a landline to the phone number:

+1 253 215 8782

Meeting ID: 223 942 1655

Password: 505118
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JANUARY 2024 TAMMIKUU

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
Aapeli  Elmo, Elmeri, Ruut Lea, Leea Loppiainen
Elmer Epiphany
Harri
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Aku, Aukusti Titta Hilppa Veikko, Nyyrikki Kari, Karri Toini Nuutti
Service at 10 Veli, Veijo
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen
Organist Yvonne Vollan
Prelude&Postlude Yvonne&Peter
Vollan
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sakari, Saku Solja llmari Toni, Laura Heikki, Henna, Henni,
Service at 10 am Council IImo Anttoni, Henri, Henriikka
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen Zoom Anton Henrik
Organist Yvonne Vollan meeting
Prelude&Postlude
Yvonne&Peter Vollan
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Aune, Oona Visa Enni, Eine, Senja Paavo, Pauli, Joonatan Viljo
In person service at 1 PM Eini Paul, Paavali
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen
Cantor Maria Mannisto
Service at St Andrew'’s Lutheran
Church, Bellevue
28 29 30 31
Kalle, Kaarlo Valtteri Irja Aili

Service at 10
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen
Cantor Maria Mannisto
Communion
Annual Meeting




FEBRUARY 2024 HELMIKUU

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Riitta Jemina, Aamu Valo
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Armi, Ronja Asser Terhi, Teija, Riku Laina Raija, Raisa Elina, Ella,
Service at 10 am, Tiia, Tea Richard Ellen
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen Runeberg’s
Organist Yvonne Vollan Day
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Talvikki Elma, Elmi Sulo, Sulho = Voitto, Sipi, Sippo Kai Vaing,
Service at 10 am Valentin, Vainamo
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen Tino
Organist Yvonne Vollan Lenten
devotion
on Zoom
7PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Kaino Eija Heli, Heling,  Keijo Tuulikki, Aslak Matti,
In person service at 1 PM Helja, Hely Tuuli Matias
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen Lenten
Organist Maria Mannisto devotion
Service at St Andrew’s Lutheran on Zoom
Church, Bellevue 7PM
25 26 27 28 29
Tuija, Tuire Nestori Torsti Onni
Service at 10 am Kalevala
Pastor Nina Tetri-Mustonen paivi
Organist Maria Mannisto Lenten
Communion devotion
Ukraine benefit concert at 1 on Zoom
PM 7PM




KAHVIKULMA (COFFEE CORNER)

You are most welcome to be in charge of making coffee/refreshments on a Sunday/Sundays you
would like. If you do not want to be in charge, perhaps you would like to help Greg by setting the
coffee table, perhaps bringing something to eat and cleaning afterwards.

If you are interested in the coffee business, contact Greg gregpirate7@gmail.com. Thank you!

s o T T o S R e

FOOD DRIVE FOR THE BALLARD FOOD BANK

“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 (NIV)

Please, consider donating food and/or hygiene items for the needy through the Ballard Food Bank.

You can bring the items to the church and place them in the bins/boxes in the hallway on Sundays 9.30AM-
1PM and on Wednesdays 11AM-2PM.

Thank you!

Most needed food items

Soups and chili (including low-sodium and ready-to-eat options)
Pasta and rice

Canned tuna, chicken, and salmon

Shelf-stable regular and alternative milks

Canned vegetables, fruit, and beans, Dried fruit and nuts
Individual oatmeal packets

Single-serving and full box cereals

Side dishes (mac & cheese, ramen, Rice-A-Roni)

Juices and water

Sauces, condiments, and spices

Peanut butter and jelly

Dried beans

Coffee and tea

Most needed other items

Razors

Laundry pods

Bar soap

Lotion

Combs

Tampons and pads

Cough drops

Toilet paper

Deodorant

Dish soap

Body wash, Shampoo/Conditioner

Cold/flu medication, pain medication (Ibuprofen, Aspirin etc.)
Diapers, baby wipes

Dry and canned dog food, dry and canned cat food
Cat litter

Cat and dog treats
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Finnish Lutheran Church

8504 13" Avenue NW
Seattle, WA 98117

Finnish Lutheran Church is located in Crown Hill. The services are bilingual, English-Finnish on
Sundays at 10 am, in person and on Zoom, every third Sunday at 1 PM at St Andrew’s Lutheran Church
in Bellevue. You are welcome to stay for a coffee and refreshments after church and get to know new
people!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET A FLC T-SHIRT?

Sizes's, m, |, xl

$ 20

Come to the church to get yours!

Or contact pastor Nina ninatetrim@msn.com,

pastor@finnishlutheranchurch.org
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